THE STUDENT SELF-PERCEPTION
OF EMPLOYABILITY
Taking the first step is often the hardest part when we are faced with challenges. This is no
different for students when they are faced with a number of career networking
opportunities. They look tempting but they can also be equally uncomfortable for those
who need a boost in confidence. I talked to students about their future careers in the
creative industries and what they felt were important to help them take those first steps.
Click on the the three different buttons above to watch and listen to a range of different
interviews and debates.

'What can you do with an Arts
Degree?' was a student discussion
panel that I hosted as part of the
Creative
Industries
Festival
throughout May. This event was
an opportunity for me to explore
some of the assumptions I had
made following my desk based
research
for
my
Brookes
Scholarship Group project titled
'The Student Self-Perception of
Employability'.
Having been
delayed with ethics approval I an
unable to share the results of my
survey and focus group, but
hopefully you will enjoy my
musings on the two events I hosted
as well as an audio recording of a
discussion I had with Paige Giles,
one of the students who took part.
Click the red button to watch the
student discussion.

The key take-away from the
events I hosted was the need to
support students into taking
advantage of the opportunities
available to them. From the
students' perspective they talked
about the 'Fear of the first step'
and how once they had said 'yes'
the first time the next opportunity
was easier to approach. The idea
of confidence was discussed and
how enhancing that confidence by
an advisor taking the time to
recommend or put forward a
student for something can make
all the difference to the student
taking part. This led Paige Giles, a
first year film student who took
part in the discussion, to present
an idea for an initiative she has
titled 'The Yes Step Initiative'. You
can hear all about her idea by
clicking the purple button below.

Included on this poster is the link to
the 'Mind the Gap' Creative
Industries Festival Event where I
discussed
with
industry
representatives and colleagues
from other universities, the ideas
and challenges with helping the
students take those first steps into
enterprising
activities
and
continuing to engage with their
employability skills. We discussed
how, within our teaching, we could
make more of the live project,
enhance team working skills
through
interdisciplinary
opportunities and support those
with low social capital through
mentoring. All of these ideas have
been fed into the concept for the
School of Arts Creative Industries
Innovation Hub which you can read
about in my other exhibition
submission. Click on the blue
button to see the Festival Event.

By Lucy Turner - Enterprise and Employability lead in the School of Arts

